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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT ¢ MARCH 22, 2020

FROM THE

CMass Sutentions

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
8:00am: +Rigoberto Colon
5:00pm: +John Harvilla

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
8:15am: Laura Colligan
11:15am: For the Parish
MONDAY, MARCH 23
7:00am: +Rosemary Breithaupt
TUESDAY, MARCH 24
7:00am: +Father, Mummy & Peter
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
7:00am: +Charles Wissel
THURSDAY, MARCH 26
7:00am: +Victor Pesqueira

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
7:00am: +David Wells
SATURDAY, MARCH 28
8:00am: +Robert Damien
5:00pm: +Leo & Sophie Milewicz
SUNDAY, MARCH 29

8:15am: For the Parish
11:15am: +Valerie Woodall

PRAYER REQUESTS

We are here to pray for you

James Hudson Miller, Janice Mazikowski, Marie
McCune, George Franklin, Debi Royer, James
McGee, David Miller, Barbara Brodeur, Carolyn
Wingenter, Zanetta Brown, Teresa Gregory,
Rachel Johnson, Faye Fletcher, Batchelder Family,
Stachura Family, Sayre Family, Richard Wertz,
Maddie Clearly, John Rourk, Jr., Cindy Morales,
Richard Chandler, John & Linda Dimmock, Sharon
Vandurn, Sally Purvis, George Wertz, Dollie
Jackson, Josephine Stratton, Katherine Algie,
Ralph & Helen Kissel, Dan Vandergrift, Marrissa
Lefebzre, John Howard, Lisa Andrews, Harold
Jones, Sondra Adams, Judi Trygg, Marianna
Young, Cecilia Hall, Deacon Mike Rooney, Antonio
Beltran, Ramona Hallit, Sarah Garoppo, Traci
Moore, Lola Light, Rene Gonzalez, Bernice Geigel,
Mary, Jane and Dena Bell, Margie Sanders,
Juliana Goode, Marie Basta, Savannah Ponder
and Clayton Gatewood.

Note
This is our new, updated prayer request cor-
ner. If you wish to add someone to the list,
please contact Renate at the parish office.
When that person recovers, please call again to
remove their name so that others can be put on
the list.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Needless to say, we are in a very unusual situation. This is a serious situation
and we must be vigilant and aware. The thing that we must avoid is the hys-
teria that has gripped our nation. The hording of food and essentials is so :
sad. Yes, we must take care of our own families, but we must remember that
we are part of a larger community, we are all brothers and sisters and we

must be concerned about each other. It is sad to think that in this great country, we have peo-
ple fighting over toilet paper. We need to use our common sense.

As people of faith, we need to turn to God for his help and guidance. Since some of our lead-
ers seem to be sending mixed messages, their messages are filled with half-truths. We need to
turn our trust to the Lord God and not to men. The Conference of Catholic Bishops has sent
out a prayer and has encouraged us to pray as a faith family. As | mentioned at the weekend
Masses, Bishop Baker has declared Friday, March 20 a day of prayer and fasting asking God to
end this threat. | would ask that each of us commit ourselves daily to pray the following prayer
until the threat is over.

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,

as you did at the wedding in Cana.

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones, the protection of your
holy angels, that we may be spared the worst of this illness.

For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of
healing and deliverance.

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away
their tears and help them to trust.

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the Church to love
one another and to be patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our
compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy.

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the embrace
of your arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.

Amen

You are in my prayers and thoughts each day. May God continue to bless you with the very
best.

Always in the Savior, Fr. Joe

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intentions for 2020
MARCH
Catholics in China

We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness
to the Gospel and grow in unity.

The parish office is open Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm, closed during lunch 12:30-1:30pm, and can
be reached at 256-534-8459. Submit all bulletin announcements to
bulletin@saintjosephcc.com no later than Friday, a week prior at 12:00pm.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT ¢ MARCH 22, 2020

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday Isaiah 65:17-21 Friday Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22

Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12a, 13b Ps 34:17-21, 23

John 4:43-54 John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Tuesday Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12 Saturday Jeremiah 11:18-20

Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12

John 5:1-16 John 7:40-53
Wednesday Isaiah 7:10-14; 8-10 Sunday Ezekiel 37:12-14
(Annunciation Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 Ps 130:1-8
of the Lord) Hebrews 10:4-10 Romans 8:8-11

Luke 1:26-38 John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Thursday Exodus 32:7-14

Ps 106:19-23

John 5:31-47

A Message from Fr. Joe

As you know, Bishop Baker has suspended the public celebration of
Mass until April 4. All are dispensed from the obligation to attend
Mass. The parish Communal Penance Service scheduled for March
23 is cancelled and there will be no regular Friday Stations of the
Cross. | will celebrate a private daily Mass for individual intentions
and for the parish family.

The church will be open for prayer and visits to the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and on
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

The parish office will remain open during regular business hours and
we will continue to publish our parish bulletin and other timely in-
formation on the church website. Please use the website as your
primary information source and do not rely on social media.

Thank you, and stay safe.
Fr. Joe

CANCELLATION Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s March 27-29,
2020 weekend at St. Bernard Abbey in Cullman, Alabama has
been cancelled. If you are registered for this event, please call
Barney and Kathy Bellard at 205-530-3607 to reschedule for an-
other weekend. We apologize for any inconvenience, and pray
that you and your families stay safe and healthy!

THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHAPTER at St. Joseph Church is seek-
ing a Treasurer.

We meet twice a month on the second and fourth Wednesday at
6:00 p.m. for one hour in the RE Center. If you are interested,
please contact Peggy Montague at 256-895-0446. Help us help
others!

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

e

If you would like to make a donation to seasonal
flower arrangements, please call the
parish office at 256-534-8459.

WEEKLY OFFERING

$ 8,716.00
$2,211.00

Regular Collection
Other Designated Funds

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE

Public Masses are currently suspended, so there will be no scheduled liturgical ministers. The new schedule, which runs
from April 4 to July 26, 2020, will be posted on the church website next week and will go into effect when we return to Mass.
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SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH ® HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

NOTICE

Re]@ous ucahon All Formation sessions and classes are suspended until

Fomtion aﬁd Cﬂtedzesis April 19, 2020. This affects Religious Education, all sacra-

mental preparation, RCIA and adult education classes.

For our Lenten Groups, please check with your facilita-
Lenten Outreach for Our Young People!

tor.
We are asking our young people to give money for the Haiti Project All of this is subject to change and we will notify you of
during the Lenten season. We ask that in some way they earn their any changes as they occur.

offering.
& Liturgy of the Word with Children will resume May 10.

This a wonderful way of helping the Salvatorian efforts in parishes

and schools in Haiti. Please pray for all those affected by this crisis and for

our medical staff who are working so hard to care for
Thank you. the sick.

A Message from Bishop Robert J. Baker, S.T.D. Funerals may be celebrated only with an outdoor graveside
ceremony. A memorial Mass in the church or chapel may be

scheduled once these restrictions have been lifted.
As you know, there are now confirmed cases of the COVID-19

virus in the State of Alabama. Civil authorities in the state
have restricted public gatherings to 25 people or less. This
limitation, and the fact that this virus spreads easily and pre-

sents great danger to some, requires us to take action now
with regard to our church activities. All parish devotions and activities are to be suspended, includ-

ing Stations of the Cross, fish fries, bible studies, bingo, prayer
groups and other gatherings on church properties.

Baptisms should be delayed if possible. In danger of death or
in other exceptional circumstances, baptism should be admin-
istered with appropriate “social distancing” and limiting group
size to 25 or less.

Having consulted with priests, religious and lay people in the
Diocese of Birmingham, including members of the medical
profession, as well as with other bishops and experts, | hereby The situation in Alabama continues to evolve, and it may be
decree the following: necessary to amend these directives. | will review them be-
tween now and Palm Sunday to determine if any extension or

Public celebration of Holy Mass is suspended in the Diocese of
other changes are needed.

Birmingham in Alabama through April 4, 2020. The faithful are
dispensed from any Mass obligations during this time. I encourage you to continue financial support of your parish
and other charities that serve the poor while we wait for the

Priests are encouraged to celebrate Mass daily in private for .
pandemic to pass.

the Mass intentions they have accepted and with a special
remembrance of the faithful of the Diocese. As your Bishop, | assure you that my prayers and the prayers
of your priests, deacons, our religious and parish employees

Weddings are prohibited during the Lenten season according are with you as we navigate this challenge together

to the longstanding Marriage Policy of the Diocese of Birming-

ham. If there are any weddings by way of exception, these Faithfully yours in Christ,
should be limited to no more than 25 people total, including
the five people required for the Catholic form of the sacra- + iir‘s/\f&

ment — the couple, priest or deacon, and two witnesses —and

. ‘“ o, Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, S.T.D.
maintaining the recommended “social distancing.

Bishop of Birmingham in Alabama

Here Is What’s Happening This Week

There will be no scheduled Masses or Facilities Key
other parish events, activities or FMC = Messmer Center/Gym

SFH = St. Francis Hall

SJC = St. Joseph Church

LMR/LIB = RE Center

BEA = Beasley Hall

STA = St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel
BRZWY = Breezeway

meetings until further notice.
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